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(Continued from page 333.) 

1781 — 1st mo. 4th. This morning we were informed 
"that a very large part of Washington's Army had 
mutinied & were come from their Posts as far as 
Princeton in Jersey 42 Miles distant where they keep 
ap as much order as has heen in any time amongst 
Washington's Men — they have discarded all their of- 
^cers, & chosen New Ones to their own liking — ^have got 
-all their Amunition, Artillery, Baggage, Cattle & Wag- 
gons with them — their number said to be about 1600— 

It is said that they demand the pay that is due them 
in Gold or Silver & to be cloathed, after which they are 
"determined to lay down their Arms & return to their 
homes — This Evening we are informed Jos. Eeed with 
those called the City Light-horse are gone up to them 
with Money to endeavour to settle Matters. 

1st. mo : 5th. This day heard that a Committee of the 
Clongress set out today to endeavour to get matters 
settled with these Soldiers — 

1st. mo: 10th. Can learn as yet no certainty of the 
Intentions of the Mutineers; this day heard of their 
coming to Trenton, that they will not admit any person 
to come to them but by a Flag — also that they have 
Isaac Wayne & sundry other officers with them some 
tsay in custody, but they agree that they pay no atten- 
tion to them — 

It seems this Mutiny first began on the first of this 
Month, that in the beginning some officers & men were 
MUed — ^Upon the first rumour of this matter, many of 
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the Inhabitants seem'd terrified at the thought of their 
coming to plunder the City — & I beleive the present 
Rulers have been much alarmed, but whether they will 
or have it in their power to comply with the terms of 
the men, or whether the Men will be persuaded to serve 
longer, time only must shew — It seems at least as if no 
steps that can now be taken, that will bring them under 
again, as they have been— It seems somewhat remark- 
able that after this account has been in town a full week 
this Evening, that not a word has been published touch- 
ing it & nothing can be found touching what has been 
done towards appeasing the Men, or whether they are 
likely to be appeased or not — 

I am thankful in having been so far preserved from 
Joining with the Spirit of the present Rulers, that if 
the Almighty disposer of the Powers of this World, 
should now see meet to bring Consternation on the 
Leaders & overturn them, I have a firm hope that if I 
am preserved steady & watchful I may experience a 
calmness & serenity of mind which these unjust Rulers 
may not readily arrive at : Yet such is the State of my 
Mind that if it might be consistent with divine Wisdom 
& Justice, I have desired the worst of them might yet 
come to see their conduct in its true Light; & thereby 
escape that measure of distress & calamity being re- 
turned upon their own heads, which they have seem- 
ingly long sought to bring on those who could not join 
with them — 

1st mo. 11th. Soon after opening our door this morn- 
ing we were informed that Seven Men had escaped out 
of a Room on the other End of the house, by cutting 
the Bars of the Window lowering themselves down into 
the Yard where they removed the wooden Necessary & 
leaning it against the wall escaped over it into third 
Street, the Goaler hearing the noise got up & caught the 
Eighth Man upon the Wall. One of the Men that es- 
caped is the person who broke into the house of 
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A.nthony Williams near Abington, the house of John 
Chambers near New Garden Chester County, & the 
house of James Steel near Darby & robbed them of 
great value — two of the Men came here Yesterday from 
Monmouth in Jersey to be put on board some vessell of 
War here the others were very notorious bad Men — 

1st mo : 12th. This morning we were informed that 
two of the Men who escaped out of this house were 
taken last night & brought in again, with a third Man 
who knowingly harboured the One that robbed so many 
houses in the Country as above mentioned. 

This afternoon heard of the Matter being settled with 
the Men who were unwilling to serve the Congress any 
longer — that about 1900 are discharged from their 
Service, & about 90 were willing to continue — That 

Ogden & a Brittish Sergeant (who are said to 

have been sent out by Sir Henry Clinton to offer these 
Men, that if they would come to New York, such of 
them as chose to go to England & Ireland should have 
their passages free & such of them as chose to enlist, 
should be treated as Brittish Soldiers) have been 
hanged & those persons who went from this City to 
settle matters with these men, are returned back; I 
cannot say what I have written is any more than mere 
report, concerning these Soldiers mutinying — time will 
shew how much of it is true — but it is truly lamentable 
& mournful to every feeling Mind for the miseries of 
War, that no Steps have yet had any material effect 
apparently towards a restoration of peace & doing 
away the causes of these Wars & animosities from the 
mind of the people that mutual Love Concord & kind- 
ness might prevail amongst the Inhabitants & the spirit 
of Revenge & Retaliation be eradicated — that if a time 
should come when these Colonies should again be 
Providentially restored to Great Britain, the Inhab- 
itants may then be deeply humbled under a sense of the 
Judgments they have justly brought upon themselves 

Vol. XLI.— 26 
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& be enabled for the future awfully to bear in mind tbe 
great kindness of the Almighty in again restoring 
Peace & the free enjoyment of that great Priviledge 
Liberty of Conscience in that ample manner we have so 
long been blessed with it, without walking humbly 
thankful for that & almost every other blessing that 
ever any of the Inhabitants of the Earth enjoyed — for 
my own part, I have been very fearful of myself if my 
life should be spared to the End of these troubles, lest 
I may become forgetful of so great a deliverance & not 
deeply enough be impressed with a sense of the neces- 
sity of Continuing in fear & watchfulness to the End 
of my days — 

My sentiments on the present unnatural Contest, 
have ever been that when in the Eye of him who sees 
all the actions of Men & knoweth their hearts, we shall 
be so far humbled, that he may see meet in his great 
mercy, again to shew kindness & compassion upon us, 
these Colonies will then be restored to peace & union 
with Great Britain by a providential hand, let men en- 
deavour what they will to hinder it — & if I am wrong 
in holding such sentiments it would be more kind to 
bear with me in such an error, than to persecute me for 
it, especially as I am not conscious of ever having 
meddled in any thing of a warlike nature, but have en- 
deavoured to bear my allotment of these troubles, as 
being permitted to befal us, in order to bring us back 
out of the many deviations we have been in & I hope I 
have received my tryals & chastisements as from the 
hand of heaven, looking upon the instruments with no 
more malice, than a School Boy may the Rod which has 
BO power to chastise but as the Master uses it — & I 
firmly beleive that if we were brought to true repent- 
ance & amendment — These Eulers would then be like 
the Eod, which may be laid by as useless or burnt — 

I mean not these broken memorandums to be viewed 
by any person whatever ; for no one has as yet read a 
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line of them but myself — They may serve to bring more 
fresh in memory some particular occurrences & my 
thoughts on them in a future day, if the Great Father 
of Mercies, who can at any time change the purposes & 
intentions of the hearts of Men, should condescend in 
his matchless compassion & loving kindness to work my 
deliverance from this house & the power of these 
Eulers, with an evidence on my mind that I have suf- 
fered as an innocent person — this is the full extent of 
satisfaction, that I have & still continue to desire — for 
so far am I from desiring any manner of satisfaction 
great or small, from any of the instruments of my 
tryals, that their being with myself brought truly to 
see all our Errors & the enjoyment of solid peace of 
Mind is what I heartily wish for them & myself; & I 
much desire I may be preserved in such a disposition 
if I should live to see them humbled, that I may then be 
favoured to shew them kindness in return for the treat- 
ment they have exercised towards me. And it seems 
probable that many or perhaps most of them, would be 
far from treating me as they have done if they believed 
me to be innocent — for the delusion in the minds of 
many in this day, is so very strong, that they go on in 
the dark without knowing what they are doing. May 
this delusion be broken & dispelled from the Minds of 
the people, that they may come to see & do that which 
will make for their own peace both here & in the world 
to come — 

Yesterday say 1 mo : 11. Joseph Stansbury 's Wife & 
Seven Children set out for New York having first dis- 
posed of their Effects here. 

1 mo : 14, 1781. This day heard that Joseph Eeed &c 
who had been to settle matters, with that part of Wash- 
ington's Army called by the present Eulers the Penn- 
sylvania Line who had revolted & marched as far as 
Princeton 42 Miles distant, are come back to this City 
— ^what I learn to be true & material is, that 
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Ogden & a Brittish Sergeant came to these revolters, 
with some offers of terms, upon which General Clinton 
would receive them at New York — that contrary to the 
intention of the Revolters in general, they had been 
prevailed to deliver these two Messengers from Clinton 
to Joseph Reed &c, who had brought them over Dela- 
ware and hanged them in Bucks County about 1 or 2 
Miles from the ferry, after having given them some 
form of a Tryal — that in consequence of giving up 
these two Men they were to be settled with & receive 
what Pay & Cloaths were due to them & all those whose 
times of enlistment were expired, were to be dis- 
charged — & that the Men are coming thro' this City on 
their way home — Tis reported that the above Brittish 
Sergeant told Isaac Wayne (called a General) that he 
had one favour to ask of him, viz : That he would give 
his Compliments to General Clinton & inform him that 
he had executed his orders to a tittle & that he died 
without regret — 

1st mo : 18th, Heard there had been attempts made 
to raise Money by Subscription of the Merchants to 
pay these Revolters (for so they are commonly called) 
but the Merchants being backward, Joseph Reed & his 
associates had undertaken to stop the Trade to & from 
this City & addressed the Merchants on this occasion, 
but on the day after they stopped the Port, they finding 
I conclude that the Scheme would not succeed, opened 
the port again, saying they had unexpectedly Monies 
to answer the demands — It may be here observed that 
Joseph Reed is very much disliked by a majority of 
those of the Citizens who are engaged in the present 
verj'^ destructive Measures — 

1 mo : 19. This day we were admitted by the Goaler 
to go into the Street & bring in half a Cord of wood we 
had purchased, the like we had been permitted to do on 
llmo : 16 & 12 mo : 8, 1780— each time we had half a 
Cord, which we sawed & pilled in our room this winter 
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— tlio the last we were allowed another room to keep it 
in under our own Lock & Key several of our acquaint- 
ances who were passing in the Street stopt & spake with 
us, which I thought, the Two Turnkeys did not seem to 
like very much, probahly lest some of the violent people 
should blame them, for permitting us to be so familiar 
in conversation in the Street — for some days past I 
have been employed in drawing two Maps of the Meet- 
ings of Friends in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Mary- 
land & the Western part of Virginia, which belong to 
the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia — after I had fin- 
ished them I pasted them on Linnen to fold & made 
Cases for them — One of which my father gave to David 
Brooks who is here with Seth Coffin from New Garden, 
No. Carolina on their way to New England. The other 
he gave to David Sands, who has been visiting the fam- 
ilies of friends in this City, since the Yearly Meeting 
mostly in Company with George Dilwyn of Burlington 
& Eobert Willis of Eahway & I learn they have nearly 
completed their visit to friends of the Bank & Middle 
Meetings & are about to begin with those of the Meet- 
ing of Pine Street 

At a late sitting of those Men called the Assembly, 
who undertake to make what they call Laws — they have 
made one touching New Bills which are issued & to be 
issued by them in consequence of a Resolve of the Con- 
gress of the 18th of the 3d mo : last, which says that 
these New Bills are to pass & shall pass, equal to their 
nominal value in Gold & Silver — One dollar of these 
New Ones equal to 75 of those that were before issued 
— ^tho one real Dollar will now purchase 100 & upwards 
of the Old Bills— The penalty of refusal of the Bills is 
for the first refusal a forfeiture of the Goods offered 
for Sale & the value of them, for the second offence so 
called, a forfeiture of half the Lands & Tenements, 
Goods & Chatties & imprisonment during the War — 11 
these Bills are refused when offered in payment of debt, 
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The debt to be forfeited — Tis a most amazing delusion 
that the same Men upon such uncertainty should issue 
fresh Bills, & attempt to call them equal to Gold & 
Silver over again, when what they have already issued 
is almost gone to nothing — ^but such is the strength of 
deception, duplicity, hypocrisy & fear of suffering the 
penalty, that I am ready to conclude most people who 
carry on any kind of Trade, will again be duped & the 
first Instruments of bringing them into circulation — 
tho I hope the number of those who are desirous of 
acting honestly in future is increasing & that some who 
took the first Bills of Congress will refuse these new 
Ones, which are issued by the several visionary States 
separately & some by the Congress said to bear 
Interest — 

1 mo: 25. This Morning William Jackson of New 
Garden Chester County, who is now on his way to visit 
friends in some parts of Jersey, Long Island &c, came 
to visit us & spake encouragingly to us William Dixson 
of the same place came with him & Isaac Lane of this 
City— 

This day heard that the Officers who had commanded 
those Men who lately revolted are come to town & are 
ordered to be quartered upon the families of friends in 
this City & others who are disaffected to our assumers 
of Power — 

Our friend Edward Jones having brought us some 
Hickory suitable for walking sticks we are again em- 
ployed in making them, we had before made a few of 
some of our firewood — 

1st mo : 27th. For some days past we have heard of 
that Part of Washington's Army called or belonging to 
the Jerseys were also revolted — but this day we hear 
it in such manner, as we think likely to be true — & that 
they have killed one of their officers — time must shew 
this matter more clearly — 

For about a week past we have heard various ac- 
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counts of Arnolds being in James Eiver with a fleet of 
Ships & at the head of a Body of Brittish Troops land- 
ing & marching to Richmond, which by the present 
Eulers is called & held as the Seat of Government, what 
Arnold has done we cannot certainly learn, but it seems 
he meets with little or no opposition there — It seems as 
if every part of this Continent must severely feel the 
calamities & horrors of War before they will be 
humbled & fitted for the restoration of Peace — ^how it 
may fare with Virginia time must shew but was I an 
inhabitant there, I should methinks be ready to prepare 
for a large share of the Judgments of the Almighty on 
account of the vast number of the deeply oppressed af- 
fricans. I much desire that God who sooner or later 
arises to deliver the oppressed, may by his mighty over- 
turning Power bring forth deliverance to these deeply 
injured People — for really to every considerate honest 
Mind there must appear to be a very deep stain upon 
a people who have been favoured with so great a degree 
of divine Light, & such a large share of the Blessings, 
which can arise from no less a Soui-ce than the great 
Author of All Good — 

We have had a very moderate Winter with very small 
frosts, & very little Snow till the night of the 22d In- 
stant, when there came on a most violent Storm, re- 
sembling a hurricane, & toward the latter a small fall 
of Snow — ^it has torn up abundance of Trees by the 
Roots — it also did some damage to the Ships in the 
River but weather soon abated & yet continues mod- 
erate — 

1 mo: 28. Heard that Orders were issued for 
quartering an Officer on my Brother Miers, but that he 
has not been there yet, I hope he may be prevented in 
a satisfactory manner, more particularly on account of 
his wife's poor state of health. 

This day heard that Mathews called a Captain 

of Artificers under the present Rulers, had been miss- 
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ing since the night of the 25th Instant, when he left the 
Mason's Lodge — That his Hat had been found floating 
in the Eiver from which tis suspected that he has been 
murdered by some of these Eevolters (of which great 
numbers are in the City) & thrown into the Eiver — The 
Inhabitants seem generally afraid of walking the 
Streets by night — 

1st mo : 31st. Heard that an officer had been sent to 
be quartered at my father's, but upon my father speak- 
ing with him & desiring him to inform those that sent 
him there what he said on the Subject, he went away & 
did not return. I am informed that many friends have 
them in their houses & are ordered to provide them with 
every necessary except their Cloathing & firewood — 

2d mo: 1st. This day James Reed of Downing's 
Town, who was tryed & found guilty 10th mo : 3d. 1780 
— & repreived at the time Dawson, Chamberlain & Sut- 
ton were executed 11 mo : 25, 1780 was let out of Goal 
on payment of his fees, but was brought back again on 
account of some part of his fees, which were forgot to 
be demanded of him — 

I have not heretofore committed to writing much 
touching the tossings & distresses of my mind since my 
residence in this house. I have thought at times, that I 
have been mercifully helped thro' many difficulties but 
most part of this day my poverty & distress of mind 
has been great, without being favoured to experience 
releif therefrom. 

2d. mo : 2d, This morning for want of being enough 
watchful in my conversation, offence has been taken at 
some of my words, which I am clear of intentionally 
giving the least cause for, but I was so far off my guard 
as to get raised with anger at the words of one of my 
Companions to me to my sorrow — ^May it be an instruc- 
tive lesson to me to be more watchful of my words in 
future — that I may not join in conversation upon mat- 
ters which appear innocent, with a spirit, that is watch- 
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ing for evil & ready to catch at my words, expressed 
•without the least intention to misrepresent or deceive, 
I have thought for some weeks past I have felt this 
spirit watching my words to take occasion against me 
& it had been well if I had kept from Anger, when pro- 
voked — as well as avoided speaking anything that 
could feed such a spirit — May I be so humbled under a 
deep sense of my own weakness & inability to direct 
my Steps aright, that I may experience strength from 
him who alone can enable me to stand without falling, 
which greatly behoves me in my present situation, for 
these two days past, I have been almost ready to doubt, 
there being any rectitude in my suffering here, & ready 
to say, why could I not have taken the Congress Bills, 
& otherwise acknowledged the present Eulers, & why I 
could not, or cannot now give Bail as they call it for my 
future good behaviour, which is only mere matter of 
form in the view of the generality of the people & it is 
now about a Year since I might have bein out upon this 
jMode — To become as I now am noticed on account of 
my imprisonment, is a thing the farthest both from my 
intention and expectation, & tho I have no doubt of the 
sufficiency at this day of the Almighty Power being as 
great as ever to release the innocent, yet I am ready to 
doubt there being any rectitude in my conduct, or that 
I am suffering innocently — & I am thankful in re- 
trospecting to have it to say, that at the times wherein 
I thought I saw clearest, I have never expressed to my 
friends, more than that I could not beleive it to be right, 
or that I should have satisfaction afterwards, to comply 
with what has been required of me — If in the overturn- 
ing of an over-ruling Providence I should be satisfac- 
torily discharged from these Bonds — Oh what abundant 
cause of thankfulness will be administered — & I have 
earnestly desired that if this should be the case, that I 
may really walk in humble gratitude to the end of my 
days & that the memorial of God's gracious deliverance 
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may be the Companion of my Mind — for I have some 
times thought it more arduous & difficult, to conduct 
rightly in ease affluence & the enjoyment of Religious & 
civil liberty as the inhabitants of this Province did 
under the Brittish Government, Than in adversity or 
under oppression— 

If I am innocently, or rightly suffering & should fall, 
Oh what a most wretched Case, Mine will be — ^If I am 
not suffering as an innocent person, my Case is if pos- 
sible much more wretched — If I am really suffering in- 
nocently & should be released satisfactorily, what great 
watchfulness will be necessary in the remaining part of 
my life — It would be much better for me to end my days 
in this house, than to fall after having gone thro such 
tryals — 

2nd mo : 3d. This day has passed over without my 
having felt that calm & quietness of mind that has 
mostly been my Companion & tho I have expressed very 
few words, I find it hard to say anything touching any 
indifferent matter, lest I may speak what may be cause 
of uneasiness, or be taken contrary to my intention — 
these two or three days past, Jos. Pritchard & myself 
closely employed in making Walking Sticks, of some 
wood sent us by our frd Jos. Russell — 

2d mo: 4th — This afternoon David Sands, James 
Thornton, Joseph Lukens & Sam'l. Smith came to visit 
us. My Father, Brothers Thomas & Miers were also 
here, the three first spake J. Thornton & D. Sands in 
an encouraging manner, & tho it was to me a continu- 
ance of the same tryals I have experienced for some 
days past, yet J. Thornton said it had been a time of 
favour & I am thankful in beleiving that the same kind 
hand, which has hitherto supported me, is yet continued 
& that I feel an increase of affection for my friends — 
What abundant cause of solid satisfaction will be ad- 
ministred if friends should generally be brought to 
unite in heart & Conduct to the confounding of all our 
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enemies, & the gathering of many who are carried away 
with this great & powerful delusion — 

This afternoon heard that one of the Waiters or 
Servants at the City Tavern, had been run thro with a 
Sword & killed by an Officer. 

All those Officers now quartered in town had been 
invited by some of the Citizens to dine at the City 
Tavern, & this Murder is said to have been done by 
One of them when drunk. 

2d mo : 5. This day is the time of the Quarterly Meet- 
ing in this City, no friends called to see us except Dan'l. 
Offley & Jonathan Evans, Junr — Heard that the Waiter 
at the City Tavern was killed by a Man known by the 

Appellation of Colonel Craig. My distress of 

mind still continues without much intermission — 

2d mo : 6th. This Morning heard that a Guard of 
Men, armed with Musketts & Bayonetts fixed of those 
called the Militia were last night placed at the door of 
this Goal & at the house of Joseph Eeed's residence on 
account of & lest the great number of Congress Soldiers 
lately discharged & now in this City, should combine & 
brake open the Goal & pull down the house where J. 
Reed lives, some indeed say he is afraid of his life, & 
this placing of Guards has the appearance of fear it 
has also been reported for several days past, that all 
the Arms are sent down the River to Mud Island fort, 
lest the above mentioned Soldiery should seize them & 
become masters of the City — 

This afternoon heard of the death of Robert Jewel 
with the Spotted fever, he has been keeper of the New 
Goal from the beginning of the present Rulers, except 
during the stay of the Brittish Troops in this City, 
when he fled to Lancaster — Also heard that the Pris- 
oners taken of the Brittish Subjects by Sea & Land, now 
confined in the New Goal, are very sickly, & that the 
Sashes have been taken out of most of the Windows 
purposely that they may suffer — This Robert Jewel 
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was a Joyiier by Trade & at a grand entertainment of 
the Congress at the State house in 1775 — ^when there 
was a firing of Cannon, he lost his Arm by some of the 
Ouns^ — in consequence of which he was placed to keeper 
of that house. 

No friend called to see us this day except Daniel 
Dawson & his wife, with whose company I was pleased, 
the more so on account of the burthen which has for 
many days been on my mind — 

This Evening I am thankful in feeling more quiet & 
ease of mind, that I have known for several days past, 
under a sense that the same good hand, which has here- 
tofore enabled me to wade thro many dark & gloomy 
Seasons, yet sustains me, & a renewal of hope arises, 
that I may yet be supported till my release from these 
bonds is in great Loving kindness & Mercy brought 
about — 

I am also thankful in feeling my mind unmoved with 
the Commotions, fears & anxieties, which many who are 
now at liberty experience — I have heard that the Meet- 
ings of friends Yesterday & this day have been much 
favoured & that a Certificate was Yesterday signed for 
John Pemberton, who is drawn to visit friends in Eng- 
land, Ireland, &c — he had applied to the monthly Meet- 
ing on the 29th of 12 mo : last & they had granted him 
one of the 26th of last month with much unity & 
concord. 

I have also heard that William Mathews of Warring- 
ton York County, & Eobert Volantine of Uwchland, 
Chester Coxmty, have mentioned to their several Meet- 
ings their draft to visit friends on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 

2d. mo : 7th. This afternoon Patrick Garvey, James 
Stillman, John Shaw & William Black, were removed 
from this Goal to Glocester in Jersey, there to undergo 
the form of a tryal for trading to New York. 

I omitted a visit paid us by Samuel Wilson of Bucks 
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County on Second day the 29th of last month, David 
Bacon accompanied him — ^Samuel spake in what he had 
to say to ns, very highly indeed in commendation of me 
hy name, which I did not well like at the time, tho I 
beleive I may safely say it had no bad tendency on my 
mind, yet for some days past, I have been ready to con- 
clude that that added to what has been frequently said 
by my friends of me, has raised something of envy & 
malice against me, which from the feelings of my mind 
I conclude yet remains in his mind, for which I am really 
sorry on his account — The weight of this evil disposition 
in one of my Companions as far as I can at present 
judge, is what has burthened my mind for about a week 
past, at times this day it has been very heavy, tho for 
the most part I have been favoured to be above it — & I 
much desire that I may have strength afforded to me 
to soar above such an unworthy disposition, at the same 
time breathing nothing but good will to him & desiring 
that both he and myself might be preserved in such 
conduct, as will afford us real satisfaction & I should 
not have committed anything touching the very great 
weight on my mind to writing, did I not beleive there 
is some cause, which time will more clearly shew — for 
I have seldom felt so great & lasting uneasiness, as this, 
& I really think that such distress of Mind could not 
remain if he & myself are suffering rightly — 

2d mo : 8th. This morning Jacob Lindley visited us 
& expressed his desire that we might be enabled to 
hold out with patience till deliverance may come. 

This afternoon heard a report of some victory said 
to be gained over some of the Brittish Troops under 
Lord Cornwallis about Ninety Six, in South Carolina 
& the Bells are ringing for it, while I write this — 

The uneasiness of my mind has prevailed most of 
the day, but this Evening I am favoured to enjoy some 
serenity & quiet. 

2d mo: 9. This afternoon James Stillman was 
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brought from Glocester, my mind has been favoured to 
get clear in a good degree of the Load, that has long 
been very hard to bear, May I be preserved from being 
bom down with feeling such a wrong Spirit, as has for 
some days past been almost ready to overwhelm me — 

2d mo : 10th. This Morning very cold, there has been 
a considerable fall of Snow this day & yesterday has 
more severity of Winter, than all the Weather we have 
had before— My mind calm & quiet — ^which is a favor 
much to be valued. 

2 mo: 11. This day heard that William Black re- 
mains in Glocester Goal, John Shaw is sent to Salem 
Ooal, & Patrick Garvey to Burlington Goal — also that 
one Joseph Ball suspected of trading to New York, has 
been sent from Glocester to Monmouth Goal — by which 
& J. Stillman's being sent here, it seems that they are 
determined to harrass the Men as much as they can — 
tlio' tis not probable they can make even according to 
their unprincipled System, anything capital appear 
against these Men — 

My Mind much favour 'd this day, but in the Evening 
somewhat tossed & unsettled — 

2d mo : 12th. The severe weather continues & I learn 
the Navigation is stopt with Ice for the first time, so 
that firewood has been plenty & reasonable & the 
weather mostly so moderate as to require but little fire, 
which has been a great ease to many of the Inliabitants 
these difficult times — 

My mind yet continues nndistui'bed with the Spirit 
I have suffered so much from, for which I am thank- 
ful— 

2 mo. 14. This Afternoon we were visited by sundry 
friends, who had a sitting with us in which Samuel 
Emlen spake encouragingly to us — 

2d mo : 17th. My mind has been more calm for these 
few days past, & more free from that distress that has 
attended me — 
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2d mo : 18th. This day heard of the arrival of the 
noted John Paul Jones in the Ship Ariel from France 
& that a Mutiny had been in Ship on the Passage in 
consequence of which about 20 of the Crew are brought 
in in Irons whom tis likely they mean to execute here. 
Also that Joseph Wharton Junr. a young Man had been 
MUed at Sea by his own Pistol, which he kept by him 
for his defence against the Mutineers — 

2d mo : 19th. Jonathan Evans Junr. brought to this 
Ooal for refusing to pay a demand of £1319 — so called 
— ^which is claimed of him for not going to Trenton 
last Smnmer with those called the Militia, for Substi- 
tute Money & Muster fines so called before & since that 
time — 

Anthony Wright took him to Wm. Henry called Leiu- 
tenant of the City, where he said he could not pay the 
demand for Conscience Sake & upon being asked to 
shew his property, he said he could no more do that, 
than pay — Upon which W. Henry orderd A. Wright to 
take him to the Old Goal — ^he was orderd by the Goaler 
into the Quaker Eoom, for so they now call our room, 
altho there has been none under that appellation in it 
for some months except Jos. Pritchard & myself — 

2d mo : 20th. This morning heard that a young Man 
who was passing the Gentries at Joseph Eeed's house 
last night in Liquor & had there made use of some 
abusive words, was conducted to the Old Work house, 
which is called the Main Guard within a Stones throw 
of our Room, when he continuing his abusive language 
stript to his skin & offered to fight any of them — ^upon 

which tis reported Shaffer called Captain of 

the Guard ran him thro with his Sword — 

I am informed that nothing is done or like to be done 

to Craig, on account of his killing the Man at 

the City Tavern on the 3d of this Month — & that 

Mathews who has been missing some time & twas 
thought has been murdered, is now at New York — 
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2d mo : 21st. This day many friends visited us, the- 
more on accoimt of our additional Companion — ^in the- 
afternoon George Dilwyn, Henry Drinker & Samuel 
Smith — George seems much prejudiced against me & I 
could not prevail on him to hear me give an account of 
the Letter upon which I am detained here & the pro- 
ceedings of the present Eulers therein but he went away 
seemingly determined not to be informed altho he never 
has seen a copy of the Letter — 

2d mo : 22d. I have been indisposed for some days 
past more than I have been, for near a Year, the cause 
principally owing to the distress I have lately passed 
thro — 

The frost which began the 10th Instant, continued 
about a week since which the weather is quite mild for 
the Season — 

2d mo: 27th. My mind has been much solicitous & 
depressed with my situation & alarmed with fears, lest 
the Sentiments of some of my friends touching me may 
be productive of uneasiness & disputes amongst friends 
& I still continue poorly on that account — this after- 
noon John Haughton came here & informed me, that 
friends of Pine Street Meeting had thoughts of making 
application for my release & enquired of me, in what 
mannef I would chuse them to apply, which I answered 
him, as fully as haste would permit — ^Afterwards I de- 
sired Daniel Offley Junr. to go to John Eeynell & inform, 
him from me, that if friends could apply in a satisfac- 
tory way to me, it would be very acceptable. 

2nd mo : 28th. This afternoon John Reynell, Thomas 
Hallowell, John Morris & Joseph Bringhurst came ta 
see me. My father, Brother Thomas, Sisters Lydia & 
Sally were accidentally present & Jonathan Evans 
Junr. remained in the room while we had an open 
friendly conversation & I expressed my earnest desire 
that if they could be easy to proceed according to my 
mind they would & gave them the following lines in 
writing, viz ; 



<( 
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"If the friends can unite in saying to any of the 
"present rulers, that they hold me to be an innocent 
"person, who has given no just cause for the unjust 
"treatment I have received at their hands, it will be 
"acceptable to me — But if they cannot, I desire & 
"entreat that they may not move at all, as I hope to 
"bear with Patience the remaining part of my impris- 
"onment, being conscious in my own mind of my own 

innocence — I cannot be easy that the present Eulers 
"should be told anything purporting that what I have 
"suffered is adequate or more than equal to any thing 
"I have done, nor can I accept of a Pardon" — 

We parted in more true friendship than at any other 
visit of the friends of Pine Street Meeting — they took 
the above mentioned Lines with them to consider of — 

The cause of their now thinking to apply on my ac- 
count in part arises from their being about to apply 
on behalf of Jonathan Evans & they are rather more un- 
easy about my situation than they have heretofore been 
My situation has been rendered more difficult, by sev- 
eral of my friends asking some of those who have as- 
sumed the authority, if I had not suffered enough for 
what I did — & these friends now informed me that 
Joseph Reed has said, I might have my liberty if I 
would ask for it — 

3rd mo : 2nd. This morning Daniel Drinker & 
Samuel Lewds came into our room, I soon walked out 
& intended staying out till they were gone, for I have 
had a very hard trying state of Mind for some weeks 
past & I had uneasiness at the sight of them, tho I 
knew not for what; after walking some time in the 
Yard, I thought my absence would be thought strange 
of & I therefore came in & sat down with them — Soon 
after which they told me, that they had been directed 
by the Committee to whom I had delivered the above 
mentioned paper, to come & inform me, that they had 
considered of it & could not agree that I was an innocent 

Vol. XLI.— 27 
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person. D. Drinker said I had been so exceedingly 
dictatorial, that nothing could be done & urged many- 
things I thought in a very unkind manner very harshly 
insisting that I was not innocent & that I must make 
an acknowledgment thereof to the present Eulers ; my 
mind has been so exceedingly harrassed for a long time 
past, under a prospect of some members of Society, 
who I think I can truly say without Breach of Charity 
seem to be desirous by their conduct, that I may not 
be released as an innocent person that I found myself 
this morning not so capable of bearing hard things as 
at some other times & I got warm, & tho I do not recol- 
lect that I express 'd, any thing or sentiment of which 
I am ashamed, yet I clearly see the impropriety & 
Error of giving way to warmth at all times, but espe- 
cially a conscientious Sufferer, but at the same time I 
may observe that none are fully acquainted with the 
many close things I meet with — My father came in 
while Daniel Drinker was speaking & desired Dan'l. 
to stop & hear what he had to say, for that he was not 
rightly informed, yet Dan'l. Seem'd positive some time, 
till my father told Dan'l. that those friends had been 
to Joseph Reed & had asserted my innocence — That 
Joseph Eeed said, I "had suffered much more than 
"adequate to what I had done, that there would be a 
"difficulty in discharging me, as I would pay no fees, 
"that he would lay it before the Council &c" — which D. 
Drinker & S. Lewis did not seem to beleive, but it is 
certain that Jno. Reynell, Nicholas Wain, Joseph Bring- 
hurst & John Morris accompanied by David Sands did 
go to Jos. Reed this morning & assert my Innocence, 
when Jos. Reed told them what I have related above 
&c — & that after being with J. Reed these four friends 
desired D. Drinker & S. Lewis to come & inform me 
that they could not unite that I am an innocent Sufferer 
& therefore could not make the application for me, on 
account of my being so very dictatorial — I do esteem 
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this conduct of my friends very strange & quite dif- 
ferent from what my little abilities & small experience 
would expect from leading Men in a society professing 
the highest of any in the World — perhaps tis not im- 
possible, but they may have better reasons for iheir 
Conduct, than my understanding can penetrate — but 
the cause of their sending D. D. & S. L. to me with 
such a message after they had been with Jos. Reed & 
asserted my innocence, I take to be that they are averse 
to beleiving that they have done wrong in taking the 
Congress Bills, &c — & that they saw clearly this morn- 
ing that if I am released as an innocent Sufferer, by 
the application of my friends — the not taking those 
Bills will be established as a right thing — & of Conse^ 
quence those Leaders of the Society who have taken 
those Bills cannot be said to have done right therein — 

3rd mo: 4th. I sent for Sam'l. Lewis & informed 
him that I was sorry I got warm & that it was unbecom- 
ing a person in my situation I also informed him that 
I thought D. Drinker to be in an unkind disposition 
towards me. 

3rd mo : 15th. Samuel Chapman, (who I take to be 
put into our room not so much from a disposition of 
Lenity towards him, as an expectation that we should 
not let him break out & that on that account he may 
be safer than in any other Room) has often talked of 
breaking out of Goal, but postponed his intentions, lest 
he might subject us his Room Mates to hard treatment. 
This evening he was much agitated with renewed in- 
formation that they intended to take his life, the time 
when they mean to try him in some sort is drawing 
near, & he expressed his determination to break out of 
our room within a few nights, & threatened any of us 
if we attempted to prevent him — My mind did not 
seem alarmed tho' it seem'd to me to be a delicate 
situation we were in, either to be present in the room 
when he escaped or to make any noise or give any 
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notice whatever to prevent him — J. Evans was uneasy 
& sent for D. Offley Junr. to consult thereon, upon which 
I desired him to ask James Thornton if in town his 
advice thereon — James had intended visiting us this 
day 3 mo: 16, hut this matter prevented him tho he 
with some other friends sent us word, that they thought 
we had better alarm the Goaler, if Sam'l Chapman at- 
tempted to escape out of our room, this advice I did 
not seem to approve & I hope we shall not have occasion 
thereof. 

3rd mo : 19th. This day heard that the Island called 
St. Eustatius belonging to the Dutch was taken by the 
Brittish Fleet under Admiral Eodney, 

And 3rd mo : 25th. heard of Great Britain declaring 
War against the Dutch, who it must be acknowledged 
have been very treacherous in aiding the Congress & 
joining with France & Spain against Great Britain, 
contrary to their Solemn Treaties — 

"What a favour inexpressible it would be to all the 
Inhabitants of the whole Brittish Dominions ia Europe 
& America — if they could come to be rightly humbled 
under the Calamities of this unhappy contest & sin- 
cerely seek to him alone, who can rightly dispose the 
heart to experience forgiveness for our manifold in- 
iquities & give us ability to walk before him in fear & 
an awful sense of his justice in thus permitting us to 
be our own Rod to each other — If this was or does 
become generally the case, it is the only right way for 
the Land to be restored to Peace & tranquility — & I 
am clear it would have a more powerful effect, than all 
the Armies of Men that can be possibly brought to- 
gether, or than any Victorys that can be obtained be- 
fore the Inhabitants are thus rightly humbled. 

3rd mo : 26th & 27th. Many friends came to see us it 
being the time of our General Spring Meeting. Phebe 
Miller spake in clear & encouraging Maimer to me — 

3rd mo : 28th. James Thornton called to see me ac- 
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companied by Sam'l. Smith — James seemed rather de- 
sirous of going to Joseph Reed on my account, if I had 
been desirous thereof he gave me his advice clearly 
that He would have me make no concessions & that I 
had administered no cause at all for the treatment I 
have received — As I could not see how to write to 
Jos. Reed at present, or that I shall ever be free to do 
it — J. Thornton did not go to him — 

3rd mo : 29th. Heard that an Entry was made of my 
being in Goal &c at Pine Street Monthly meeting 
Yesterday, the terms I cannot exactly learn, unless I 
were to make some particular enquiry, which I thought 
best omit, tho' what I have heard thereof seems un- 
pleasant & perhaps not strictly true — 

4th mo : 3rd. This morning the Goaler Jno. Reynolds 
came into our room & delivered me the following : 

"Mr. Samuel Fisher, 

By Virtue of a writ of Subpoena to you directed 
"& herewith shewn to you, you are required personally 
"to Appear before the Justices of the Supreme Court 
"of the State of Pennsylvania at a Court of Oyer & 
' ' Terminer & General Goal Delivery to be held at Phila- 
"delphia for the City & County of Philadelphia, the 
"ninth day of April next, to testify all & singular 
"those things which you shall know in behalf of the 
"commonwealth of Philadelphia. And herein you are 
"not to fail imder the penalty of one hundred pounds. 
"Dated at Philadelphia the thirtieth day of March 
"in the Year of our Lord 1781. 

"Edw. Burd, Prot." 

The like also was delivered this Morning to my father 
& Brother Thomas — who took an early opportunity of 
informing Bradford who is called State's At- 
torney that they could not give Evidence in any sort 
at any of their Courts, upon which he expected they 
would not be further called upon, but on the Morning 
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of 4th mo: lOth Papers called Attachments were 
served upon my father, Brothers Thomas & Miers, 
upon which they all went of their own accord to Thojnas 
McKean's house & informed him fully that my 
father & Brother Thomas had such clear scruples in 
their Minds against giving any sort of Evidence before 
any of the present Eulers, that it seems probable they 
will not be again called upon — The Case now in ques- 
tion was touching the parties concerned with Benedict 
Arnold in breaking open our Stores in 6 mo: 1778 & 
carrying off our Goods to abt. £1200 Sterlg. value — 
It seems some of the present Rulers are much vexed 
with Arnold's going over to the Brittish & on that ac- 
count are prosecuting James Mease & "Wm. West Junr. 
who were his friends & partners in his base practices 
in this City, where he commanded immediately & dur- 
ing some Months after the evacuation of this City — 
My Father & Brothers had an opportunity of inform- 
ing McKean once more of all our Losses and that they 
had all originated upon different principles from most 
t)thers who had suffered — that is merely & entirely 
from our conscientious refusal of the Congress Bills 
from their being first issued. McKean acknowledged 
to my Father that even common honesty dictated that 
a Man should not pay what was not of the value he 
had contracted to pay — 

List of Names to whom I gave Walking Sticks : 

Brother Thomas 2 

Brother Miers 2 ferelled 

Thomas Rogers 1 

Joseph Sermon 1 

Susanna Lightf oot 1 

John McCracken (of Lewes) 1 

Cousin Jabez Fisher 1 

Uncle Sam'l. Rowland 1 f 

Jonathan Esthill 1 
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Peter Howard 




Benj. A. Tetley 




Samuel Smith 




Daniel Dawson 




Thomas Tiancaster 




Cousin Benj. Wynkoop 




William Jackson 


1 f 


Jonas Turner 




James Craig 




Edward Pennington 




Dan'l. Offley, Junr. 




Doct'r. Abraham Chovet 


1 f 


Nephew Joshua Gilpin 




Samuel Eedwood 




Towusend Speakman 




John Haworth 


1 f 


Thomas Affleck 


If 


Owen Jones, Junr. 


1 f 


Jacob Lindley 


1 f 


Cousin John Rowland 




Robert HoUiday 




Joseph Stansbury 




John Linl^y 




Thomas Howard 




William Norton 




Isaac Cathrall 




Edward Jones 




Joseph Marriott 




John Drinker 




Joseph Hewlings 




William Brewer 




Joseph Russell 




Edward Russell 





2nd mo: 19, 1781, Sent by my 
Uncle S. Rowland 10 Sticks 
for my Cousins following : 



424 Journal of Samuel Rowland Fisher. 

Jonathan Ozbun 1 Charles Draper 1 

Israel Alston 1 Jonathan Rowland 1 

Henry Cowgill 1 Edward Stretcher 1 

James Blundell 1 Fenwick Fisher 1 

Thomas Bowman 1 Isaiah Eowland 1 

Thomas Shepperd 1 David Rowland 1 

Andrew Collins 1 Edward Fisher 1 

4th mo : 17th, 1781 — This day Samuel Chapman, who 
I conclude from his Silence had dropt his intentions of 
attempting to break out of our room, was taken to the 
State-house, where he declared that he always had been 
& still remained to be a Brittish Subject & was brought 
back again. 

4th mo: 18th. he was taken out again & 12 Men 
were Sworn to try whether he was a Brittish Subject 
or not, after much pleading of those called Lawyers, 
the Men went out & soon agreed that he was a Brittish 
Subject, having gone over to the Brittish Army 12 mo : 
1776 — in Jersey — I may just observe that on the 11th 
Inst, the Goaler spoke to me desiring me or my friends 
would not be offended at all the Women who came in 
to see us in our room being obliged to leave their Cloaks 
& Bonnetts with him, for that he had good information 
that some person in our room intended to dress & go 
out in the appearance of a plain Woman friend, I told 
him I did not believe there was no foundation for it; 
for it was entirely new to me, tho' I afterwards found 
Sam'l. Chapman had offered Wm. Bomberger, One of 
the Turnkeys, Money to let him pass out in such dress 
& that Bomberger had told the Goaler of it. 

4th mo: 20th. James Pemberton, Joseph Lukens, 
James Moon, Joseph West & Caleb Cresson, who are 
Committee of the Meetings for Sufferings, came to visit 
me, Isaac Lane was also with them — I understood from 
them that no report is made of my Situation, but that 
these friends are appointed to visit me & make a report 



Journal of Samuel Rowland Fisher. 425 

io the Meeting — who are not satisfied with the manner 
in which it has heen enter 'd in Pine Street Mo. Meet- 
ing— It did not appear to me, even after I had given 
them a clear & full account that they, or any one of 
them clearly see my Situation, or at least, if they do, 
Not one of them expressed any thing like it, hut urged 
my Sending some sort of a paper or writing to the 
present Eulers to obtain my release, several of them 
& Isaac Lane in particular said the Society suffered 
deeply on my account & he had mourned for me — I 
am altogether wrong, or Else these friends come to 
urge & give Advice without a clear conviction & under- 
standing of what is wrong & what is right — Our Con- 
ference was friendly & in kind in expression, but I 
seem to think that if I am right, something or some 
persons must be instrumental to convince some of my 
friends, for ability is evidently wanting in me, & there- 
fore I have no remedy but patience, till time shews 
wherein I am right & wherein I am Cd aside from the 
right Line by Obstinacy, or any other unbecoming 
view — 

This day Samuel Smith called to see me, being to 
set out Tomorrow with James Thornton on a visit to 
friends in some Parts of the Provinces of New York, 
Ehode Island & Massachusetts Bay — 

I am also informed that Thomas Carriagton set out 
directly after the Spring Meeting expecting to Join 
William Jackson in the upper part of Jersey, & pro- 
<}eed with him in visiting friends on Long Island & 
possibly in New England — 

My mind is frequently so depressed & generally so 
very low, that the Situation of my aged father & my 
Sisters Esther & Sally is at times ready to overwhelm 
me, for I used to have the principal Care & direction 
■of the family & I am fearful my Sisters in particular 
are almost ready to faint on account of our complicated 
tryals & because some friends seem so long to remain 
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rather averse to beleive, what many see so clearly & 
have expressed both to me in Prison & to my Connec- 
tions at home — I earnestly desire that the Light may 
break forth so clearly & so distinctly amongst my 
friends, that every wrong view may be brought to 
Light, whether in me or in any of them — for I am in 
such a situation of Mind, that I could joyfully do any 
thing whatever. If I could only see that I should not 
afterwards have uneasiness of mind therefor — 

5th mo: 3rd. This day has been appointed by the 
Congress, for what they call a fast throughout the 
thirteen Colonies — But I am ready to conclude that 
the meanest Capacity among the people as well as all 
others can clearly see that tis altogether Mockery, & 
disgustful to every man who has any virtue left. 

5th mo: 4th. Joseph Eeed & his Associates have 
issued a paper called a Proclamation directing that the 
Bills issued by the Congress shall pass at the rate of 
175 Dollars for One Dollar in the Bills lately issued 
called State Bills, & that these State Bills shall pass 
equal to their nominal value in Gold & Silver, altho' 
have already passed at the rate of 6 or 8 for One Silver 
— The Congress Bills had before got to abt. 250 for 1 
Silver, & this proclamation together with a resolve not 
to take the Congress Bills after the 1st of next Month 
for any tax the Congress Bills seem to be almost done 
passing, some Sailors stick it on their hatts & about 
a Dog's Neck driving him about the City — for several 
days a Mob has gone about the City & will not permit 
any person they can find to work for any paper Bills 
but for Gold & Silver only — but I beleive they have 
done no injury to any person — 

5th mo: 5th. This Morning Thomas McCuUough, 

Henry McKeever, John Flanagan, Thos. McGee, 

Dobbins & Burns alias Murphy were sentenced 

to die for various Robberies & Burglary's they had 
committed, having been tryed since the 10th of last 
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Month — Nicholas Coleman has also been tryed for be- 
ing concerned in carrying a Scotch Ship which had 
been taken by a Congress Privateer into Charlestown 
So. Carolina & acquitted — Thomas Wilkinson was also 
tryed for the same & found Guilty & sentence this 
day passed on him — 

This Morning Samuel Chapman let out of Goal & he 
immediately sat out for New York. 

Yesterday Seth Coffin who with David Brooks has 
returned from Nantucket to this City called to see me — 

5th mo : 9th. Heard that Susanna Lightfoot who has 
lain a long time in a declining way, deceased Yesterday 
& is to be interred at Uwchlan on the 11th Instant. 

5th mo : 12th. Seth Coffin called again to see me & 
expressed his intentions of calling again with David 
Brooks before they set out homewards, tho' they are 
very anxious for the situation of their families, as there 
has been a great Battle between Lord CornwaEis & 
some Congress Soldiers near their Habitations in 
Guildford County No. Carolina — but they sat out on 
5th mo : 15th without calling to see me — 

5th mo: 17th. James Pemberton, Joseph West, 
Joseph Lukens & James Moon of the Committee of the 
Meeting for Sufferings came again to see me & in- 
formed that report is yet made at the Meeting for Suf- 
ferings in writing & they seemed desirous that I would 
address something to the present Rulers touching my 
case that they might go with it tomorrow, which I could 
not be free to do— they seem yet averse to beleive that 
I am innocent & Thomas Ross who accompanied them 
could not see my innocence clearly I therefore requested 
he would call to see me on his return from Salem 
Yearly Meeting, whither he is now going — This day as 
well as at the last visit, I informed them that I was 
sorry friends should suffer on my account — that I had 
never made much profession & wished to be considered 
as one of the hindermost, & we parted each time, with 
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every appearance of good will, that could be in the 
conduct of persons towards each other, that are not 
alike in material matters as to Sentiment & Conduct. — 

5th mo : 23rd. This Morning James Steelman. who 
had been committed to this house 11 mo : 25, 1780 with 
John Shaw & James Black for trading to New York 
was released, having given Bail in £500 Congress Bills 
so called to appear at Glocester in Jersey — All three 
lost their Goods. Steelman 's value about £80 — ^in real 
Money, Shaw's about £300— & Black's about £50— 
taken from them by Joseph Eeed & his associates, who 
have doubtless been concerned in the same trade. 

This Morning Thomas Wilkinson was ordered to be 
hanged on the Island opposite this City & afterwards 
to be taken down & hung in Gribbetts at the Fort on 
Mud Island — but just as he was going out of the Goal 
orders were sent to stop his execution — 

This Afternoon heard that Thomas McKean had 
lately within abt. a week past offered Moses Roberts & 
Job Hughes to be discharged by the form of Writs of 
Habeas Corpus, who after due consideration gave 
McKean for answer in writing that they could not ac- 
cept thereof. Upon which McKean appear 'd very 
angry with them & with friends as a Body, & gave them 
many rough words — 

5th mo : 26th. This Morning Henry McKeever, John 
Flanagan, Dobbins, Burns & McGee were to be hanged 
but just as they were going out McKeever & Flanagan 
were pardoned & the other were taken out & executed, 
it was a solemn affecting day to my Mind. 

Thomas McCuUough had been pardoned before. 

This Burns, robbed Anthony Williams, John Cham- 
bers & sundry other friends in the Country to a great 
Amount. 

5th mo: 28th. This Morning Thomas Eoss on his 
way home from Salem called to see me accompanied by 
Samuel Emlen. I gave Thomas a full account of my 
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Situation & the cause thereof, with which he rather ap- 
peared convinced of my innocence tho' he did not say 
so — 

1781— 6th mo : 10th. This Morning the Goaler called 
Jonathan Evans down & told him to go out, but Jon 'a, 
would not put on his Hat, nor move till pulled or pushed 
out, as I am informed tho' I did not see it — ^he had been 
111 days in this house abt. 24 hours short of 16 weeks, 
which they call 4 Mo's — ^which is the time alloted for 
those to be imprisoned who do not serve as what they 
call Militia Men — 

6th mo: 11th. This Afternoon & two preceeding 
second day afternoon's, some Methodist preachers 
came to this Goal & having all or nearly all the pris- 
oners collected together in that call'd the Debtor's 
Yard under our Windows at 4 O'Clk each afternoon, 
they Preached Prayed & Sang Psalms in their way. 
This afternoon in particular some of the Prisoners 
laughed & talked most of time altho ' several times de- 
sired to be quiet & attentive by the preacher. 

On the morning of the 7th of this Month William 
Moore called Vice President, with whom I had been 
acquainted, till this change of Sentiment & acting in 
the present System put an end to any intercourse with 
each other, came into this Goal & as he passed by the 
Iron Gate, I happened to be looking that way, & his 
eyes were for a small Space fixed on me, after which 
he went into one of the Goaler 's Rooms & soon return 'd 
as I thought to try whether I would speak to him, he 
asked one of the Theives a question, which I took to 
be the Sham reason of his coming again, I did not seem 
easy to say a word to him at that time notwithstanding 
I am well informed, that he said about 15 Months since, 
that I might have my liberty on my asking the Goaler 
which I never did do, because I thought there was some 
deceit covered therein — 

6th mo: 19th. James Guy by trade & House Car- 
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penter came into my Eoom & told me he was come to 
take my Place in this house, from his appearance I 
thought him not quite sound in his understanding, tho' 
he was sensible of the failure of his Memory & could 
not on that account relate what he intended — ^what I 
collected from his unconnected narrative, was that his 
Mind had been much distressed on my account for 
above 3 Months past for that he beleived himself to be 
the sole cause of my being here confined, for on the 
day of my being tryed, he had been at work Shingling 
a house of Alex'r. Miller, who used every persuasive 
method in his Power to keep him from going to the 
Court-house to no purpose, for he said he went deter- 
mined against me without knowing for what, — tho he 
was sufficiently warned not to go & that he was the 
sole means of my being brought in guilty — saying sev- 
eral times, don 't you pity me, I heard you pray for me — 
he stayed about 3 hours in the room, some part of it 
reading but mostly lying on the floor, seemingly in much 
distress of mind, after which he got up & went out with- 
out speaking to any person — 

6th mo: 22nd. James Pemberton, Thomas Ross, 
James Moon, Joshua Morris, David Evans, Robert 
Willis & Joseph West, from the Meeting for Sufferings 
came again to visit me & soon gave me to understand 
that they expected me to make some concessions, I told 
them that was out of the Question, for that I could not 
do it, & that as they might think they had had much 
trouble with me, perhaps they might be eased therein, 
if the friends of Pine Street Meet'g. would proceed to 
disown me, as I did not expect I could say any thing 
that would convince some of my friends of my inno- 
cence ; here I intended to say nothing further, but sev- 
eral expressions being dropped tending to urge me to 
some acknowledgment, I told them that abt. 3 Months 
had elapsed since I was asked if I was willing to leave 
my case to the Meeting for Sufferings, to which I had 
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readily assented — & that I thought it strange that I 
should he thus urged for several months, when that 
Meeting had come to no Judgment concerning me & that 
I had been informed without asking or making the least 
enquiry, that Many of that Meeting saw clearly, that 
I ought to make no concessions, & some who were not 
inhabitants of Chester County, had of their own accord 
told me, that I had given no cause at all for the treat- 
ment I had rece'd & desired that I would make no 
concessions, that altho' I knew perhaps hundreds, who 
clearly saw my innocence, yet I did not build upon the 
sentiments of any persons whatever, but merely in- 
formed them of my knowledge thereof — To — this they 
all except Jos 'a. Morris remained silent. When I added 
that I did not expect my friends would generally concur 
touching me, till they could concur in the rectitude of 
refusing the Congress Bills or come to Judgment 
thereon J. Pemberton said the Yearly Meeting had 
come to Judgment thereon in the Year 1775 — I then 
said they had called them Bills of Credit, & what are 
they now? No more than the dirt in the street. Thos. 
Eoss, then said he did not approve of that Judgment 
& wished they had let it alone, with which I concurred : 
D. Evans still urged my not being innocent & making 
concessions, Thos. Ross who did not seem to understand 
my Case at all, urged the imprudence of my bringing 
myself under this distress & difficulty & the more so 
on account of our family being much marked by the 
present Eulers, as objects of their hatred — 

I omitted to mention above that Joshua Morris said 
the Meeting for Sufferings could not put words into 
their Mouths to express to me; I then said, that is 
8huf3ing indeed, it cannot be expected they would but 
if they have come to any Judgment in my case, it would 
be easy for you to say so & inform me what it is — 
to which they all were silent ; I told them that some or 
many of the Presbyterians & other warm people saw 
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my innocence clearer than some of my friends & that 
it was not by the present System of the People who 
now ruled, that I was sent to Goal, but by some violent 
persons, who had threatened those Men called Magis- 
trates & the Jury & I gave them an aecoimt of what 
James Guy said as related above — I told them if they 
would let me chuse friends to proceed in my case T 
would chuse such as had taken the Congress Bills & 
saw clearly the Error of it, or if they would chuse such 
as had never taken those Bills, I should be satisfied — 
And as they were near leaving me I told them I would 
do anything wrong or right that they desired provided 
they would leave me at liberty to say afterwards it was 
their Act & not mine & lastly I said, if it was any thing 
between me & my friends, I could go down on my knees 
to them, but to the present Rulers I cannot make any 
acknowledgment. 

In the Course of my speaking I told them that I was 
in the midst of the greatest Wickedness & amongst the 
most depraved of human Species, & that altho' I had 
hitherto been preserved from it, yet I might be carried 
away with the Torrent, & if I was it would fall heavy 
upon some — I also informed them of my poor State of 
health & that I might not live another Month — Thomas 
Ross informed me he did not expect to see me again,, 
but what he particularly alluded to I do not yet see-^ 

After they were gone I thought I had gone rather 
too far in saying I would do any thing right or wrong 
■provided they would leave me at liberty to say after- 
wards it was their Act & not mine, but as I merely 
said so in order to convince them if possible that I was 
not obstinate, I made myself easy therein under a con- 
clusion, that if they took me at my word I should insist 
upon their giving that liberty in writing signed by 
them — 

For some weeks past I have been & now am in but a 
poor state of health, principally as I beleive occasioned 
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by the hardness of my situation as some of my friends 
seem determined if they can prevent my being released 
as an innocent person, to do it, I hope I am clear of 
any wrong view in saying so : I have waded thro such 
a load of distress & anxiety lest I or any one of the 
family should fall into some wrong thing or other dur- 
ing this deep probation & thereby overset what — recti- 
tude may remain with us, that the Constant Companion 
of my Mind has been that I might suffer any thing 
my Body & Mind can undergo, yea Death and if pos- 
sible more than that, rather than any One of us should 
thus fall in this time of dark delusion, when in this 
City there is scai'ce any such thing as any open dis- 
couragement given to any manner of wickedness & Vice 
— In short the whole of my desires on my own account 
& that of every one of the family are centered & 
summed up in this: 

That be our Sufferings either in Body or Mind what- 
soever they may, we may experience resignation under 
them, & by arriving at a sincere dedication of heart, 
we may have ability to ride out every Storm, humbly 
hoping that our final landing may be in the haven of 
Eternal Rest. 

6th mo : 30th. My Sisters Esther & Lydia went this 
Morning without my knowledge or Suspicion to Joseph 
Eeed & asserted my innocence & informed of my poor 
State of health & they informed me on their return, 
they told him in the Strongest terms that I could not 
accept of my release on any other terms than that of 
an entire innocent Sufferer. At this time & for some 
days past my mind has been & is, more depressed with 
fear least I & the family may not stand thro this tryal, 
that Dismay has been the very frequent Companion of 
my Mind & I have been frequently unable to take a 
very little food & perhaps should have taken none for 
some days, but lest the family might be too much 
alarmed & I could not be free to impart to them the 
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depth of my Concern on my own & their account. I 
desire much that nothing wrong may he the consequence 
of my Sisters going to Joseph Reed & hope there will 
he none, I am ready to conclude no person has to him 
before asserted their firm beleif of my Innocence — 

7th mo: 3rd. This Morning My Sisters Esther & 
Lydia went to Timothy Matlack & asserted my inno- 
cence in clear & strong Terms & informed him that no 
application would be made by my father on my account, 
as Jos. Eeed had told them, that his application to the 
Council would be attended to — Timothy they thought, 
seemed uneasy on my account & was desirous of my 
release, but much urged an application from my two 
Sisters to the Council for my release, but they gave 
him to understand that nothing further would be done — 
When my Sisters first went into Timothy's house, Thos. 
Penrose & William Clifton were with Timothy & My 
Sisters afterwards heard that it was on my account & 
that Timothy had told them in confidence, that a peti- 
tion should be sent in by those who have been disowned 
by friends & have lately attempted to set up a new 
Society to the Council on my behalf requesting my dis- 
charge — As Timothy is at the head of the New Society, 
it appears very probable, as he said he had had a Con- 
ference with Jos. Eeed since my Sisters were with him, 
that Timothy is the father of this Petition — 

My Sisters seem to think benefit will arise from these 
two visits & however they may not have asserted my 
innocence in such a pointed manner, as I might have 
done myself, yet seeing they have asserted it in as clear 
a manner as they were capable & much more so than 
it has ever been done before I hope no inconvenience 
will arise therefrom; & I have not found in my mind 
uneasiness to arise on account of these applications, 
because I beleive that these two Men were the first 
cause of my being molested on account of my letter to 
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my brother Jabez — Tho at the same time I am fully 
sensible that the hearts of the most hardened men have 
been & yet may be secretly reached & made to undo, 
what they have done with great eagerness & to alter 
those purposes which to all human appearance have 
been so fixed as if nothing would move them — 

7th mo. 7th, 1781. This Morning my Sisters Esther 
& Lydia went to William Moore, called Vice President 
& asserted my innocence to him in clear & express 
terms, as well as informed him of my very low state 
of health & the probability of my finishing my days in 
prison if not shortly released, he said he would use 
his endeavours for my release & appear 'd to listen to 
them with attention & civility — This Man in the begin- 
ning of these times, was known by his acquaintance to 
have sentiments clearly for the continuance of the Brit- 
tish Government in America & tho' I had little knowl- 
edge of him before he would frequently stop me at his 
door to converse thereon, but his Son aged about 16 
Years contrary to the Sentiments & to the distress of 
father & mother joining the Men the Congress sent to 
Canada about the End of the Year 1775 — or beginning 
of 1776 — Before the return of the Son, father & mother 
had both caught the delusion, which has carried many 
with it contrary to their Consciences & every sentiment 
they before entertained — from the time of William 
Moore's Change of sentiment, I don't remember to have 
ever exchanged one single word of any kind with him, 
being early informed by one of his intimate acquaint- 
ance & desired to be cautious of him — 

This day I wrote the following Letter not from any 
prospect of my release being near, but my father 
Sisters & Brothers were not a little encouraged from 
belief that the Eulers were uneasy in their minds with 
my imprisonment & were trying to find some plausible 
mode of releasing me. 
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Honor 'd Father Sisters & Brothers 

Seventh day Noon 7th mo : 7th, 1781— 

I perceive that a more firm hope of the approach of 
the day of my release from this house in a satisfactory 
manner to my mind & to you, has within about a week 
past been the Companion of your minds, than at any 
time heretofore & on this account I am induced to 
communicate a few lines for your consideration, hoping 
that if no benefit arises therefrom, that you will clearly 
see that my motive therein is for our being mutually 
preserved in such a Conduct as alone can afford us 
solid comfort, for the whole of the great anxiety that I 
have passed through, both before & during my stay in 
this house, has been that every one of the family may 
be preserved thro' the present day of calamity & have 
experimentally to acknowledge & clearly to see the 
wonderful hand that has been about us & would not 
have permitted distress to have entered our habitations, 
but for our good. 

What at present seems to be most worthy of our at- 
tention is that both myself & each individual of you 
may calmly & solidly consider, whether there is with 
any of us, any thing that yet operates as a hindrance, 
for I perceive tho' I am in prison & you are at liberty, 
that you have born a part of the tryal & that it is a 
matter closely concerning us all — And if we are 
unitedly desirous of the removal of every thing which 
has been as a hindrance, it will be the surest way for 
us to experience preservation under releif from some 
or many of the distresses we have passed thro', for 
there may be greater danger of our being carried away 
with the return of pleasing enjoyments, than under ad- 
versity, if the mind is not preserved under a deep & 
thankful sense of the wonderful & gracious preserva- 
tion we have hitherto known. 

I have noihing particular in view touching any one 
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or all of you, but yet I beleive your kindly accepting 
this as the fruit of my earnest & unabating solicitude 
for every one of you cannot have any improper effect, 
& if any of you have any thing from the same earnest 
desire on my account, I shall be pleased with your tak- 
ing the earliest opportunity. 

May that same everlasting Arm which has been round 
about us from my earliest memory for good & from 
which we have long experienced the most bountiful 
Blessings & Favours, beyond most other families within 
my knowledge, continue to be the Stay, Support & Di- 
rector of us all thro' the remaining part of our days, 
that the same Blessing which has evidently been with 
us all as a united family, may mercifully be extended 
upon every branch. 

If the present prospect of my release should dis- 
appear, be not distressed therewith, for all my desires 
are centered in this, that both you & I may receive the 
present dispensations as intended for our good & that 
my release may be brought about in the right time & 
manner, without being prolonged by my anxiety — One 
strong & I hope becoming motive I have for my release 
is, that I might afford you every assistance & com- 
fort that may be within the reach of my capacity & 
there is none other that has any weight material in 
the mind of him, who experimentally knows a great in- 
crease of sincere affection to you, during his seperation 
from you 

Your sincere & affectionate Son 
& Brother, 

Samuel E. Fisher. 
N.B. 

If you conclude I have expressed myself herein in 
an unbecoming maimer & that what I have said is un- 
necessary, I earnestly desire you will excuse the 
freedom I have taken. And if you should think it worth 
the perusal, it may be best to keep it within yourselves. 
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I omitted to mention before my having heard of tiie 

death of Burns, the Barber, who threatened 

those called Magistrates & so intimidated them, that 
they thought themselves under a necessity of passing 
sentence upon me, contrary I am well persuaded to 
their own wishes & desires, or at least of some of them 

& John Ord in particular — This Burns died as 

am informed some months past in a Prison Ship at 
New York having been taken at Sea — 

For some days past I have frequently heard of a 
Petition, which a Number of persons (who have been 
disowned by friends, for their various deviations from 
their principles) called by themselves Free Quakers 
& who have attempted to form themselves into a Society 
have drawn up, are signing & about to send to Joseph 
Eeed & his Associates asking my release. And my 
Brother Thomas informed me that Wm. Darragh stopt 
him in the Street & said ' ' Thy Brother Sammy will be 
out of Goal soon, for we are sending a petition to the 
Council on his account." I should not have thought 
it worth mentioning any thing about such a talkative 
boisterous man, formerly very low in the opinion of his 
fellow citizens, but because I lately heard he was con- 
cerned with Burns in threatening those called Magis- 
trates, or some of them, because they appear 'd to hesi- 
tate to pass sentence on me & send me to Goal — 

I am well informed that Timothy Matlack is the main 
Spring of the above mentioned petition & that he ap- 
pears to be secretly touched on my account & really 
anxious for my release. 

7th mo: 9th. This day John Ord called upon my 
Brot. Miers, & informed him from Joseph Reed, that 
if my Father would only write to the Council asking 
my release, it would be granted — J. Ord desired it 
might be considered & he informed of the conclusion 
thereon ; in consequence of which My Brother Thomas 
called on John Ord 7th mo : 10th & gave him to under- 
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stand that none of the family were easy to ask or do 
any thing further. 

My health continues very low & my digestion very 
weak indeed, altho' my sentiments & expressions are 
strong, yet I have been at times fearful I should be 
deprived of my senses & as many are urging the neces- 
sity of some of the family merely asking my discharge 
& adding, will you be the cause of Sammy's death, by 
refusing to ask for his release ; This mode of reason- 
ing continued to be talked of by some of my friends, to 
my Father, Brothers & Sisters, which brought it more 
close home to me & was very trying indeed, & was pro- 
ductive of the following 

Dear & Honor 'd Father Sisters & Brothers 

3 'd day 7th mo: 17th, 1781 
I am thankful in feeling this morning, what I beleive 
to be fresh & clear evidence, that the cause of my being 
in this house & my ease in yet remaining here, has 
nothing of any wrong motive therein, but merely that I 
maybe enabled to bear & be preserved thro every trying 
dispensation that falls to my Lot & that of every branch 
of the family & that we may all unitedly experience, 
the bearing of all our tryals, as dispensed to us from 
that hand, which will not permit us to sink under them, 
if we rightly receive them as most certainly intended 
for our good, without looking at the instruments with 
any degree of malice or 111 will or expecting to receive 
any kindness or favour from them — At present I have 
thought there is a danger of our desiring favour from 
them instead of more firmly depending on that Arm, 
which alone can prepare us for & rightly cause deliver- 
ance to be wrought for us ; And I have a renewed hope 
that if the family are all quiet & unmoved with the 
sentiments of those, who have been & still are, as it 
were ebbing and flowing with the Tide without know- 
ing any port or haven to cast anchor in, that we shall 
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yet be enabled to ride out every Storm & Tempest hav- 
ing a secret hope underneath at the times of the 
greatest dismay, that we shall be yet preserved to ex- 
perience that Spirit, which has long been at work to 
overset us & move us from the right foundation to be 
quelled by an almighty power & removed entirely out 
of the minds of many, who under the appearance of 
being our Enemies, have been permitted to be the in- 
struments of our chastisement, in order that we may 
be fitted for the return of the many blessings we have 
heretofore been unthankful receivers of; For I am 
clear beyond all doubt that in proportion as we are 
rightly humbled under the Calamities & just Judg- 
ments, which by our own transgressions we may have 
been individually instrumental to bring upon the Land; 
in the same proportion all bitterness & every wrong 
disposition towards us will be done away out of the 
Minds of those who have been against us, & in the room 
thereof good will & kindness will succeed ; but methinks 
the time now is when we should be much upon our 
guard against receiving any favour from the people & 
steadily have our dependance on that Arm alone, that 
can & most certainly will work deliverance if the fault 
be not with us: 

When I took my Pen in hand, I only thought of say- 
ing a few words that arose in my mind, as I am sensible 
that you or some of you are frequently urged by some 
or many who think themselves your & my friends, but 
you may clearly enough see them to be so unstable that 
tis extremely dangerous in our situation to give heed 
to what they say or advise; Tea I have thought you 
would frequently escape many tossing times if they 
would be kind enough to say & do nothing. 

— ^What remains with me & is the cause of my now- 
writing, is to inform you that I am firmly persuaded, 
that both miae & your safety, yea my peace of mind 
& health of body much depend upon your unitedly & 
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individually being quiet and unmoved with the senti- 
ments and advice of any, without making any applica- 
tion to any of the Rulers on my account, for the in- 
justice of their proceedings I am convinced has become 
a burthen to them & they are now endeavoring to 
remove it any way if possible without giving up to the 
Convictions they have in their minds of my innocence 
& there is a great fear on my mind, lest by any mode 
of proceedure, any part of the burthen, which justly 
belongs to them, should by any improper motive or 
movement upon or towards my release rest upon any 
of you or me & cause us to be distressed perhaps the 
whole of our days : If you cannot all clearly see the 
propriety of both you & I being quiet & still (which I 
most earnestly desire you may) I earnestly entreat you 
to acquiesce as much as you can therein, for if I have 
any right feeling, it is the safe line of conduct for us 
to observe & the only right way to commit my being 
innocent or not innocent to that All-Seeing Eye; who 
sees the secret purposes & intents of our hearts, for I 
have long earnestly desired that I may be released ex- 
actly according to my innocence. 

I am thankful that I feel my mind more calm & 
settled Yesterday & this Morning than I have done for 
some weeks past, & I am much solicitous that both you 
& I may observe such a conduct, that we may individ- 
ually & unitedly have to experience our minds rising 
above the distresses that surroimd us & the many 
snares that are laid to catch us. 

May the Blessing of Heaven attend & rest upon you 
& everyone of your families is the present earnest de- 
sire & frequent Prayer of 

Your sincere & Unalterable Son & Brother 

Samuel E. Fisher. 
N.B. 

Endeavor as much as you can to avoid anxiety for 
my speedy release & earnestly to desire that we may 



442 Journal of Samuel Rowland Fisher. 

have our minds rightly prepared to receive it, when- 
ever it may be brought about — If anything should oc- 
cur with any of you either to express to me or otherwise 
to say or act concerning me, I wish you to be free not- 
withstanding what I have said in communicating it to 
me — 

7th mo : 19th. This morning my father related in 
the course of his conversation in my Eoom that he had 
informed some persons who still continued to urge 
some application in writing signed either by him, or 
even by my Sisters alone for my discharge — That 
Neither he nor One of the family were easy that any 
application should be made- 
Joshua Morris One of the Meeting for Sufferings 
called to see me this morning & desired to say some- 
thing to me alone: I walked down with him into the 
Yard, when he informed me it had been proposed at 
the last Meeting for Sufferings to appoint a new Com- 
mittee in my case, & that if I would mention to him the 
Names of such friends, whose sentiments coincided with 
mine & such as I would chuse he would propose them 
to the Meeting & did not doubt but they would be ap- 
pointed: I clearly saw that it would be safest for me 
not to meddle with it in any shape & therefore T in- 
formed him of my having some months since left the 
matter to the Meeting of Sufferings; which they well 
knew & I could not be easy to do or say any thing which 
might have the appearance of dictating to them, or of 
my influencing any of the Members to speak or act in 
my favour, either in or out of any Meeting or any other 
way — 

This afternoon was the Meeting for Sufferings held 
of course, but I neither saw nor heard any more of the 
Members, nor anything touching me done or proposed 
to be done by them — I well knew there are Men among 
them very, if not directly opposite in their beleif or 
sentiments touching me & I expect nothing but time 
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will shew to the satisfaction of some, what they either 
cannot or will not now beleive. 

7th mo: 20th. I clearly perceive that not only the 
Meeting for Sufferings appear to have dropt my affair, 
but also that the Stir which has been among many of 
the people engaged in the present Contest for my Ee- 
lease for 2 or 3 weeks past, seems to have died away 
entirely, & I find all the family see the appearance of 
my Release to have entirely vanished at present — 

From this time my health seem'd much the same 
as for several weeks past, very low, tho' my mind as 
well now as during the whole of my imprisonment has 
been remarkably born up, thro' scenes of deep horror 
& dismay, beyond what I could have been induced to 
beleive, without having had the experience of it, May 
my mind be preserved in a thankful remembrance of 
the remarkable support extended to me on this trying 
occasion to the latest period of my life. 

On the 24th of the 7th mo : As I was eating my dinner 
Joseph Pritchard, also eating his, & the servant who 
brought mine setting by me reading John Eeynolds 
came to the room door, and beckoned to me, I went to 
him in the passage, when he said to me, "You may 
"get ready to go home as soon as you please, for I 
"have seen the Vice-President & he informed me there 
"is a Pardon ordered to be drawn out for you." I 
only said Pardon, Pardon, upon which Reynolds said 
"Oh, I suppose it is a discharge for you & I am very 
"glad of it, & you will get clear of all your trouble "^ — 
And as I did not at this time feel easy to say I should 
not go out under a Pardon, I only said, I should be 
glad to see I consider the Contents of the Paper, as 
soon as he rece'd. it, when he walked down Stairs, say- 
ing as he went, that he would bring it to me — In my 
weak state it gave me such a sensation of mind, that I 
could eat no more — I was apprehensive Jos. Pritchard 
& the Servant knew the cause of my being called out, 
& thought of charging them to say nothing concerning 
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it, but this I thouglit would only make it look like a 
more earnest matter & therefore I concluded not to say 
a word — At this Juncture the Servant began to relate 
a dream My Sister Sarah had last night, of being sit- 
ting with me in Goal & unexpectedly seeing a door open 
near the fire-place where she had never seen a door (the 
door of the Room being at least 12 feet from the Chim- 
ney) & a black Man coming in with a Paper in his hand, 
which was my discharge, from his relating this dream 
I concluded more clearly that he had heard what the 
Goaler said to me; which I was sorry for as I was 
anxious none of the family should know any thing till 
I am clearly discharged — I waited with some anxiety 
of mind concerning this matter without saying a word 
of it, tho ' I did not look *at my release in any other 
manner, than earnestly desiring every matter may be 
in such a way as may not leave any cause for future 
uneasiness, whether I am to be in or out of Prison; 
I had no more inclination to prepare for going home, 
than I had before I heard of my discharge being 
ordered — Just before we were locked up, I went down 
to the pump with a Jug for water, where the Goaler 
was & I thought on purpose, that I might enquire of 
him about my release, but I said not a word — 

About 10 O'clock on the morning of the 25th of 7 mo : 
1781. John Eeynolds called me down Stairs & gave 
me a Paper, I told him I should read & consider it & 
was walking up Stairs, when he said to me, "take no- 
"tice you have no fees to pay here" — After I had read 
it, I began with taking a copy of it, which is as follows — 

Pennsylvania ss: 

His Excellency Joseph Eeed, Esquire President and the 

Supreme Executive Council of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, 
To all to whom these presents shall come. Greeting. 

Whereas Samuel E. Fisher of the City of Philadelphia 
at a Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace 
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for said City of Philadelphia in the Term of June, which 
was in the Year of our Lord, One thousand, seven hun- 
dred & seventy nine, hath been convicted of Misprision 
of Treason and is now confined in the Goal of the said 
City- 
Wherefore know ye, that we having duly considered 
his Case, have pardoned, remitted and released and by 
these presents for us & for our Successors, do pardon, 
remit and release unto him the said Samuel, by what- 
soever name or addition of name, or place the said 
Samuel may be known or called, or was lately known or 
called, so much of the Judgment and Sentence of the 
said Court thereon, as respects the imprisonment of the 
said Samuel R. Fisher during the present War, as the 
penalty of Misprision of Treason of which the said 
Samuel hath been convicted — And all and Singular the 
indictments, condemnations, executions and penalties 
whatsoever upon or against the aforesaid Samuel R. 
Fisher, for or concerning the premises, had done, rend- 
ered or adjudged so far forth as respects the imprison- 
ment of his person only. And all and manner of Suits, 
Complaints, Impeachments, Censures and process 
whatsoever for the imprisonment aforesaid which the 
said Commonwealth against him the said Samuel by 
reason of the premises, have had, have, or hereafter 
may in any wise have, not willing the said Samuel by 
the Sheriff, Justices, Bailiffs or other our ministers or 
Successors for or by occasion of the premises, be 
molested, disturbed or aggreived by the imprisonment 
of his person. And willing that these Letters patent 
(as to the premises afore mentioned) be and remain 
good, firm valid and effectual in Law, he paying the 
charges which have accrued on the above mentioned 
prosecution, and that this Pardon be in all Courts 
within this Commonwealth and elsewhere, interpreted 
and adjudged in the most favourable sense, for the 
more sure release, pardon and exoneration of the said 
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Samuel E. Fisher as to the imprisomnent of his person 
and be pleaded and allowed in all the said Courts, with- 
out any other Writ, Grant or declaration in that behalf 
obtained or to be obtained, any defect or defects in 
these Letters patent contained, or any Law, Act, Ordi- 
nance or provision, proclamation or restriction, or any 
other thing, cause or matter whatsoever, to the con- 
trary hereof in any wise notwithstanding. 

Given by order of the Council under the hand of his 
Excellency Joseph Eeed Esquire President and the 
Seal of the State of Philadelphia this twenty third day 
of July in the Year of our Lord, One thousand Seven 
hundred & Eighty One. 

Joseph Reed 
Attest Ty. Matlack, President 

Sec'y. 

(LS) 

On the back of the Seal was impressed the figure of a 
Woman (alluding to America) with a drawn Sword in 
her hand & treading upon a Lion (alluding to Great 
Britain) whom she is about to peirce with the Sword 
& the Motto round the impression, "Both can't Sur- 
vive. ' ' 

The tryal alluded to in the above paper, was in 7 mo : 
1779 — therefore tis erroneous to say June 1779 — 

Before I had copied this paper, I informed the 
Goaler, that I could not go out of prison until the 
matter of the fees were done away, & that as to the 
form of the paper it was not as I would have it if I 
were to dictate how it was to be worded, for that I 
was satisfied that the matter was now come to this 
point that, they wished me out of Goal, if possible with- 
out the imputation of having kept an innocent man two 
Years in prison for nothing, but as my innocence did 
not depend on any thing they did or could say concern- 
ing me, but from a consciousness thereof in my own 
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mind, I should be willing to go liome as soon as the 
matter of fees was done away, upon which he said "I 
am ordered by the Sheriff to discharge you without 
any fees. ' ' I then asked him if he would give me under 
his hand that all the fees were done away, but he not 
answering, I desired him to satisfy himself whether all 
the fees are given up & let me know, which said he 
would do — adding I will go to the Governor or any of 
the Council, if you desire it, to which I said I have 
nothing to do with that, I am willing to go home when 
thou informs me that no fees are expected, as I fully 
beleive that all those who were concerned in putting me 
to Goal are convinced of my Innocence & they know T 
never wished to do them an Injury. 

About 12 O'clock I again asked the Goaler whether 
he knew any thing further about the fees, to which he 
answered he did not, but shortly would enquire & in- 
form me. I then told him that "If I had any Property, 
I should not be willing to be released, but as I had not 
I was easy to go home, this he said he would inform 
the Council of — The reason of my saying If I had any 
Property, I should not be willing to be released, arose 
in my mind, from a fear lest as every Person who was 
acquainted with me, knew I had been for several years 
in partnership with my father & brother, & that our 
books & accounts were one & the same & a considerable 
value of debts yet outstanding, I say lest my being thus 
released, might be construed to give some plausibility 
to their giving us trouble touching our Books & out- 
standing debts, but I had not left the Goaler many 
minutes before I was very uneasy at my having said 
any thing about my Property & I therefore asked to 
speak with him again & in very clear & strong terms 
told him again that, I had no objection in my mind to 
go home, as soon as the fees were done away, after 
which my mind was easy — this last information I gave 
the Goaler, was about half past 10 'Clock— just after 



448 Journal of Samuel Roivland Fisher. 

which Thomas Hallowell & Samnel Lewis came in & 
informed me that they had heard from some friends 
that I had a clear discharge & would not come out of 
Goal & that this was heleived — I then informed them, 
that there yet remained an objection about the fees, 
which I could not pay, after which they went away not 
well satisfied because I had not shewn them my dis- 
charge, as Daniel Offley Junr. & my Brother Miers in- 
formed me, having met them soon after they left the Goal 
— My Brot. Miers told me that as he came in the Goaler 
said Mr. Fisher I want to speak with you, upon which 
my Brot. spoke to D. Offley to accompany him, when 
the Goaler said your Brother may go home when he 
pleases & take every thing that belongs to him, for the 
Officers have had a Meeting & agreed they will take no 
fees — Upon the relation of this from Daniel Offley, as 
well as my Brot, I concluded to go home, & sent the 
Servant who had brought my dinner before to inform 
the family, but he stopt by the way, & I got home ac- 
companied by Dan'l. Offley & my Brot. Miers, before 
my father or either of my Sisters had heard the cer- 
tainty about my approaching discharge — The Streets 
& Inhabitants looked strange to me & I looked much 
altered, my Complexion being Yellow & very thin in 
flesh, as well as low in mind, but yet notwithstanding 
my state of health my release from prison gave me no 
great emotion of my mind, which I expect was in part 
owing to the many severe Shocks I have felt during 
my Imprisonment of 2 Years & 2 days & indeed some 
very close tryals before that time, which have in part 
blunted the Edge of my sensations either for Sorrow 
or Joy — I got home about 3 O'Clk. afternoon of 25th 
of 7 mo : 1781 — & found my father & sisters as well as 
usual for them. 

May every one of us bear in grateful Eemembrance, 
the many wonderful preservations we have hitherto ex- 
perienced that we may be thereby favour 'd with the 
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continuance of divine protection round about us, so long 
as we remain in mutability, for I clearly see in this 
time of great Calamity that tis much safer to have our 
tryals & rightly to bear up under them than to be 
exempt from a share, the' that share may be at times 
almost more than we can any way reconcile to our- 
selves. 

I omitted to mention that before I left my room in 
the Goal I mentioned in the hearing of my Brother 
Miers, Daniel Offley Junr. & Joseph Pritchard, my in- 
tention of leaving the paper by which I am discharged 
with the Goaler, as I did not see any business I had 
with it, or to accept of it, but all three of them seeming 
to be clear in my taking it with me, I said no more 
about it at that time & took it with me — And when I 
came down Stairs to the Iron Gate, I asked the 
Turnkey for the Goaler, & being informed he was lay- 
ing down to Sleep, (tho probably he only did this on 
purpose that I might not see him before I went home), 
I repeated to the Turnkey what the Goaler had said to 
my Brot. & D. Offley, adding thereto my wish to have 
seen him before I went home. 

7th mo : 26th. I went to the Goal & had all my Bed- 
ding & Necessaries brought home ; before I came away 
I told the Goaler that my Brot. & D. Offley had repeated 
to me, what he said to them; "that I might go home 
"when I pleased & take every thing that belonged to 
"me, for the Officers had had a Meeting & agreed they 
will take no fees"— After which he then said "I be- 
leive it is so" — This Goaler has thro' the whole treated 
me with much more civility than I could expect, without 
the least appearance in my conduct of asking or desir- 
ing it; at the same time he is a Man of much Art & 
low cunning without a principle of Integrity. 

It was yesterday afternoon an affecting time in part- 
ing with my fellow prisoner Joseph Pritchard, for we 
had been confined together in that Eoom only 2 days 
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450 Journal of Samuel Roivland Fisher. 

short of twenty Months, & we during about 15 Months 
of the last of the time had never missed setting down 
in Silence twice on first day & Once on fifth day of the 
week for about two hours at a time, except only One 
fifth day the 22 'd of 11th Month 1780, which was a day 
of great Confusion in our room on account of Joshua 
Bunting, Samuel Clark, John Cummings & Patrick 
Garvey being put into our room, so that we could not 
do, as I desired — These sittings of ours were some- 
times the Subject of the discourse of some of the Pris- 
oners, yet I hope I intended no wrong thereby and if 
so I am thankful for so great a favour. 

Besides Joseph Pritchard I left in the room John 
Linley & Joshua Buffington, the former was much given 
to drink & very abusive to me, because I disapproved 
& sometimes spake to him against his mean Conduct 
as well as drunkenness, he several times Beat & other- 
wise abused me, endeavoring all in his power to get me 
to strike him he was as noisy troublesome a Companion 
as ever I had on any occasion, but the latter part of 
the time he never came into the room from morning 
till night, except to eat his Breakfast & Dinner — wliicli 
was a considerable releif to us — 

If it should appear strange, that I should repeatedly 
say, I had no property, when there are many outstand- 
ing debts due to Joshua Fisher & Sons, & I have a 
fifth part of many tracts of Land in the back parts of 
this province in my own right, & these things are nearly 
as well known to many of the present Eulers, as they 
are to me — It must be taken notice of, that as my 
father never gave me any thing more than a share of 
the profits in trade, tis probable all I have may be sunk 
by the property which has been taken from us, & by 
the Losses which will certainly happen, by many per- 
sons being never able to pay their debts, as well as 
some of our Debtors who are dead, killed or left their 
homes, and we have not been able for near Six Years 



Journal of Samuel Roivland Fisher. 451 

to look after or collect any of our debts; Upon these 
principles & for these reasons, I cannot safely say I 
have any property of my own- 
Probably it may appear to some that by my mode 
of release I have departed from my principles, espe- 
cially as I frequently said I could not accept of a Par- 
don; If there should any such sentiments arise in any 
mind, it should be obsen^ed, that in the beginning of 
this matter & at the time of their trying me as they 
term it, I was not easy to make use of any mode of 
defending myself from the distress that then threat- 
ened me, but quietly let them take their own course 
submitting & relying entirely at that time of close tryal 
on the consciousness of my own innocence, so that my 
letting them take their own mode of releasing me, so 
far as I could be easy in my own mind, may not appear 
contradictory, especially when tis considered that it 
may reasonably be supposed, that I thought my motive 
for quietly submitting to go to and remain so long in 
prison, arose from a desire to keep my mind clear of 
future uneasiness & that I might not hurt that Scruple 
in my own mind & in the minds of many others against 
the Congress Bills, which I trust has a foundation that 
Man cannot overset or undermine — And if it should 
be seriously considered that for the space of two whole 
years many of my friends have been urging me to make 
concessions to the present Eulers, that I had acted im- 
prudently or unadvisedly & some of them I am informed 
have not hesitated to say, that they hold me to have 
given cause for the treatment I have rece'd — so that 
Joseph Eeed told my Sisters, that the Society disr- 
avowed the Sentiments contained in my Letter — Add 
to this that so lately as in the 6 mo : last I had offered 
to do or say any thing my friends should demand of 
me, yet all this had no effect, but I must feel, that I 
had done wrong, & from such a forced feeling make an 
acknowledgment contrary to my conscience or lay in 
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prison with the censures of my friends upon me; a 
hard case indeed — 

I clearly saw upon the first reading the Instrument 
by which it may be said I am discharged, that I was 
releived of what had been my heaviest burthen, the 
making any concessions against my Conscience & on 
this account I was induced to beleive that a conscious- 
ness of my innocence had touched the present Rulers 
& produced this paper to let me out of prison in this 
mode, because I have been so long held in prison by 
my friends, & could not vindicate my own innocence 
without giving further offence to some friends, who 
have undertaken to say I have passed censures on them 
in the Letter which was the occasion of my imprison- 
ment; 

But if instead of some friends telling the present 
Rulers, that they held me worthy of censure, they had, 
as in justice they ought to have spoke of me in a dif- 
ferent manner I should either never have been in prison 
or released from thence very soon. Or if it was ac- 
knowledged by friends to be an Error & Mistake to 
meddle with the Congress Bills from the time of such 
acknowledgment, all my difficulties on account of the 
Letter in question would have ceased & been at an End 
— But probably if I had thus been released with the 
General voice and applause of my friends, it might have 
been more than I could bear — And if my mind be 
favoured with a clear sense that by my going to, 
remaining in & coming out of Goal, I have done noth- 
ing that will be cause of any future uneasiness, may I 
be thankfully content with the looking back to that hand 
that has graciously sustained me, thro' such a close 
tryal & have fresh cause to remain firm & unshaken in 
my confidence under whatever difficulties may yet fall 
to my Lot. 

I was not much thoughtful or uneasy about my not 
returning the paper in which Joseph Reed & his Asso- 
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ciates ordered my release, till the morning of the 3d of 
8 mo : Nine days after my release, when I became very 
uneasy about my keeping it — The parts that seem to 
affect my mind most, was that by my accepting it, it 
might be implied that the fees were paid, which was a 
false inference, & it might be said or thought, that I 
kept it as a protection to my person, because such 
strong & clear directions were given therein that my 
person should not be molested — I grew more & more 
uneasy & thought of going to Joseph Eeed or Timothy 
Matlack to inform them thereof & return the Paper, 
but upon my consulting with my father, Brothers & 
Sisters, I concluded that as I had it from John Reynolds 
the Goaler, & had never conversed with Joseph or 
Timothy, it would be as well to return it to the person 
from whom I had it — accordingly, I walked up late in 
the afternoon accompanied by D. Offley Junr. & met 
with John Reynolds in third Street near the Goal, but 
such is the situation of things amongst us at present 
that D. Offley, tho' his judgment approved of my re- 
turning the paper entirely was afraid to stop with me 
to see & hear what passed, lest some friends should 
censure him & passed on waiting at some distance for 
me — I informed the Goaler that I was very uneasy 
with my not returning him the paper Jos. Reed sent 
for my release, before I left the prison, that I should 
have done it then, had not three friends advised me to 
take it with me, & that now I could not keep it any 
longer, but must return it to him, even if the Conse- 
quence was my going to Goal again immediately — ^with 
this he seemed somewhat affected & he said I will take 
it again, you need not be so uneasy for there is nothing 
to pay, nor nothing against you — Upon which we 
parted My Mind being releived from the uneasiness I 
had passed thro ' by keeping this paper in my posses- 
sion — ^I had also some thoughts of destroying the Copy 
of it which I had taken & should have done it, had it 
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not occurred to me, that some might suppose I had 
made use of some Collusion to obtain my release, if I 
had destroyed it, & therefore I kept it, to speak for 
itself, if any should suppose any thing of that Sort — 
Yet I have been cautious of shewing it, because very 
few know the foundation upon which I suffered, & 
therefore could not be judges of the matter — I neither 
now do nor ever did look out for the approbation of 
the people, in the present case I have been without the 
Sympathy of many of those who should have been my 
friends, & have learnt more clearly, that I could have 
beleived before, that a Man who would wish to have a 
mind calm & free from disturbance with any part of his 
conduct, must be above looking for the approbation of 
any Set of Men whatever in times of tryal & difficulty, 
for he will most assuredly find that unless he is fa- 
voured to arrive at a fiiin dependance in his own Mind, 
that he has no sure refuge to shelter himself under. 
I may now add, that the time of my deepest tryal & 
distress, began soon after the Congress Bills & all other 
Bills issued as the foundation of this Contest to throw 
off all Allegiance to Great Britain; had been by the 
same System that set them forth, brought to nothing as 
well as by the voice of the Inhabitants generally, after 
about or exactly Six Years from their being issued, I 
say in a few weeks after this annihilation, when I found 
that my friends instead of more clearly seeing my In- 
nocence, began some of them to be more determined & 
fixed against my being released without my making 
some Concessions, that I had given cause for the treat- 
ment I had rece 'd. The weight of such a determination 
which was marked to me in the Conduct of some active 
Men, was so heavy, that had I not been mercifully sup- 
ported, beyond my expectation & my mind been fixed 
on that which did bring me thro ', I should have lost all, 
that is worthy of the desire or pursuit of any Man, 
that is desirous to arrive at Integrity & Uprightness in 



Journal of Samuel Roivland Fisher. 455 

his Conduct — The time of the entire Stoppage of these 
Bills was the first week in the last fifth Month of 1781. 

I have been frequently told that Timothy Matlack 
assumes to himself the merit of obtaining my release, 
to use his own words & it was confirmed to me by 
Samuel AUenson of Burlington a near Eelation to 
Timothy, who told me at that Quarterly Meeting, 
whither I rode on the 25th of 8 mo: with my Sister 
Sarah, that it was really so,^ — I mention this because 
Timothy was the instrument of my first being taken 
up & confined on this matter — 

I have been often thankful in my mind, when I have 
looked back & considered that I could not remember my 
having given way to any Malice or had an evil wish 
against any one or more of those who have been the 
instruments of my chastisement, or who were bitter 
against me in their Spirits — Tho in Justice I must ac- 
knowledge I have often wished the time might arrive 
for the total downfall of all the present Rulers, as 
Rulers, for they have been the means of debasing the 
minds of the Inhabitants & overspreading the Land 
with deceit. Hypocrisy & almost all manner of vice, so 
that none of them are a Terror to Evil Doers — May 
the Almighty in his great Loving kindness to the work- 
manship of Ids hand, look upon our wretched situation, 
open a door of sincere humiliation to us, & favour us 
with Rulers, who will earnestly press after the Reestab- 
lishment of Peace, Justice & Equity in the Land & 
whose endeavours will be exerted for the return of 
the People out of that almost total change & depravity 
of manners, which has obtained in this City during my 
Memory— so that tis scarcely credible to me, when I 
look back about 15 Years — 

I came home from Jersey on 30th of 8 mo : & from 
Wm. Cooper's ferry opposite the City I observed the 
City to be noisy, many houses illuminated, & the Bells 
ringing, on account of Washington's coming to Town, 
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whose Soldiers with about 5,000 french from Ehode 
Island are now on their march Southward unitedly in- 
tending to oppose Lord Corwallis' progress — Upon my 
landing in the City with my Sister, the Streets were so 
amazingly thronged we could hardly get home, & there 
being but two houses between my father's & E. Morris's 
where Washington resided — I saw this Man Great as 
an instrument of destruction S devastation to the prop- 
erty, Morals & principles of the people, several times 
walking the Street, attended by a concourse of Men, 
Women & Boys, who Huzza 'd him, & broke some of my 
father's Windows & some near us — This junction of 
Washington's & the French Soldiers looked to me as a 
serious matter, yet some how or other the more I con- 
sidered it, the Less anxiety prevailed on my mind about 
it, possibly had I been instrumental in this Junction, 
I should not be so easy about it — For the Consequences 
thereof look likely to be very interesting at least to the 
Rulers who have joined with them — 

A few days after the french Army passed thro' the 
City in two or more divisions, distant about two days 
march behind each other. They are said & I suppose 
with truth to have behaved themselves much better on 
their march than either Brittish or Washington's Sol- 
diers — This I conclude cannot be supposed to arise 
from the general principles & morals of the French 
being better than those of the Inhabitants of the Brit- 
tish Dominions in Europe & America, but merely from 
a peice of French policy to gain the good opinion of the 
people of America, that they may thereby effect their 
purposes the better, for can any man that has the use 
of his faculties, or is not deluded beleive that they have 
meddled as it were in a Quarrell between Members of 
the same family, Eeligion & Language, upon any other 
motive than to serve their own purposes, which they 
study to keep covered till a suitable time may arrive to 
discover the cloven foot. May they never have 
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Strength to establish their Government & religion in 
any Country where Liberty of Conscience has generally 
prevailed — Is my sincere desire — 

I have gained some health & Strength of Body, but 
cannot yet well ride on horseback, having at times some 
pain at my breast — 

The Yearly Meeting this Year began 23rd of 9th 
mo : a greater number of Young folks of both sexes at- 
tended it, than ever I remember & altho I do not recol- 
lect anything that was said in any of the Meetings that 
was more clear or extraordinary, than for several years 
past, yet a secret satisfactory sensation passed thro* 
my mind during the whole of the Meetings, which I have 
not felt at any Yearly Meeting since these troubles be- 
gan & my mind seemed to be somewhat strengthened 
by the Company of Friends without having much con- 
versation with any of them — a much larger number 
were entertained at my fathers, than I remember to 
have been any year before — 

Samuel K. Fisher was born November 6, 1745; died May 6, 1834. 



